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From The Disciples to The Brethren. 


BY 8. H. UASHOR. 

Rev. David 0. Chriatner was barn and reared in 
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. At the 
age of sixteen he was converted under the preach- 
ing of a minister of the Disciples in Christ, then 
commonly termed Campbelitt-s. Soon after his 
conversion he entered Bethany College, from which 
he graduated and entered upon the active work of 
the christian -uinistry, in which various news pa- 
per extracts, church letters and personal rec 
omendatioos showed him to have been both able 
and efficient. Being forced to give up the active 
ministry, six vears ago, from frequent attacta of 
hemorrhage, he returned to Pennsylvania from 
Kansas and entered business life in Philadelphia. 
Being af Dunkard parentage and having two broth- 
ers in the ministry of that church he was brought 
more or less frequently in contact with its con- 
troversial literature. After reading the 'Basher 
and Bergstresser Debate' he began a careful, and 
thorough and critical investigation of the doctrinal 
claims of the church of his father's, and for the 
last four years spent aim 1*1 his entire time in the 
public libraries \d ttie citv. He has been an occas- 
ional attendant; at the Marshall St. German Bap- 
tist church, and more frequently the one in the 
city presided over by Eld. Reinard. His wife had 
heard me preach near Somerset, Pa. about the time 
of the church division and knew something of it. 
But inquiries failed to elicit the fact from our Phil- 
adelphia neighbors that there exists a 'Progressive* 
church in the city. With characteristic sincerity 
and verac'ty they were informed by the other 
branches that 'there was a tittle faction called pro- 
gressives went oft' in some parts of the country, but 
they don't annum t to muck' Being ready to 
attend church at the Baptist Tabernacle, the Sun- 
day evening I was in the city, Bro. Christner acci- 
dently, or providetially, picked up the Daily Ledg 
er and in running his eyes over the religious col- 
umn saw my name together with the announcement 
of meeting at 4th and York St They changed 
lrom the Baptist to our church, and like everybody 
else who attends Bro. MacFaden's church, soon 
became acquainted. They attended every service 
I held while I was. in the city, and as I was preach- 
ing doctrine they had ample opportunity to learn 
the difference between our people and the con- 
servatives. By invitation I spent several hours 
in their home, explaining the practical as well as 
theoretical difference between the different branches 
of the Dunkard church. Bro. Christner then 
presented credentials showing his past and pres- 
ent standing as a man and a minister and desired 
admission into the Brethren church. As his rec- 
omendations, both as to correct habits and pulpit 
ability were exceptionally good, upon consultation 
with the pastor and membership of the Phila. con- 
gregation, Bro. ChriBtner was baptized, and or- 
dained to the ministry of the church. 

As Bro, Christner was widely known among 
the Disciple churches he made a personal request 
that his name be with held from the public until 
such time as he could hand his formulated reasons 
to his former church papers, together with a copy 
for the Evangelist, to me, for publication. Be- 
low are his reasons in full, the finish and the 
strength which speak for themselves. Bro. C. 
is now in much better health and is ready for 
work as the Lord and church may call on him. 
He expects to conn' west ere long and churches de- 
siring him to stop on the way should address him 
at once at, 1104 Chestnut St., Phil., Pa. 

To the editors of ■ The Christian Standard? and 
all other Journals of the Church of the 'Disciples 
of Chris? and to the General public, everywhere : 
Wheheas, I have been publicly identified with 
the denomination of the 'Disciples of Christ' for 
about sixteen years, as a member of the Church in 
the relation of Pastor, Teadter and Evangelist, in 
the states of West Va., New York, Michigan, Wis- 
consin, Kansas, Illinois, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, 
and having converted and baptized many in the taitb 
then held by myself in common with that Church ; 
and 

Whekkas, I have now — by a more thorough, 
extended, critical and prayerful investigation of 
the Holy Scriptures, und also, the history of tAe 
Church, from the days of the Apostles to tho pres- 
ent time been led to different conscientious convic- 
tions and faith, which induced me to make appli- 
cation for re-baptismlby Trine- immersion and for 
membership with the body of Christians generally 
termed Progressive 'Brethren,' because of the har- 
mony of my present convictions of faith with that 
of their faith, and teaching and practice : and al- 
though, on account of physical weakness and other 


uncontrolable hindrances and because of the 
brevity required in a notice of this character, I 
will be deprived of giving anything like a complete, 
statement and defense of my present faith, n«e*r- 
theUst, as a matter of propriety, and mutual cour- 
tesy, I request that you give this notice the same 
publicity in your excellent journals; for I feel it 
is a duty, with myself at least, toward the Disciples, 
toward the church of my present choice, toward my- 
self and toward God, that I thus openly state and 
explain my present position in part at least, and 
briefly state some of th«j changes and some of the 
evidences that led me to abandon my former tor my 
present position and faith. 

I will of necessity be prevented from paying any 
attention whatever to criticisms and arguments 
that may be offered in opposition to my statements 
and position. Fully recognizing It as a privilege 
of all, I only request that my silence may not be mis- 
interpreted for I am mo* ignorant of what Hlready 
fills our libraries in opposition thereto, and have 
thoroughly studied the great mass of the strongest 
arguments that the best ancient and modern think- 
ers have been able to present ; and instead of fear- 
ing open discussion of the position 1 have taken, I 
shall deem it a great privilege, (if God gives me 
sufficient bodily strength and the opportunity) at 
some future time,yitb whomsoever and wheresoev- 
er it might be desired, to defend my present faith and 
in the most open and public manner possible; for 
I am thoroughly persuaded that I am shielded and 
protected in my position by the truth of Almighty 
God, and that 1 am able to sustain this clcim by 
infallible proofs found in the Living Oracles, 
With full knowledge >f the Bneering contempt 
with which the position I occupy is olten received 
by many professed 'iollowerB of Christ' and the 
aesthetic and high-toned 'disgust' that will afflict 
such, as they fold about their precious forms and hide 
themselves within the folds of their 'more excellent 
way' and prepare to leave, allow me humbly to 
confess before these, and all, that / do. believe 
with all my heart that when Jesus Christ, on the 
last and solemn night he was with us on earth, 
said to Peter (Jno. 13: 7,) 'What I do Thou 
knowest not now,' and (Jno. 13 :10) 'He that is wash- 
ed needeth not save to wash feet, but is clean every 
wAit } and ye are clean but not aU,' and (Jno. 13 
8) If I wash thee not, thou baa no part with me,' 
and (Jno. 13 : 15) 'For I have given you an exam- 
ple, that ye should do as I have done to you,' and 
limited it to the Church or body of Christ by say- 
ing, (Jno. 13: 14) 'One another's feet' as Paul his 
special Apostle afterwards limits the act by say- 
ing, (i. Tim. 5: 10) 'If she have washed the saints 
feet,' and makes it the ground upon which Church 
privileges are to bo extended or witheld, while Jes- 
us warned Peter that bis salvation depended upon 
U — regardless of his good 'mental and moral con- 
dition,' (which certainly was equal to this modern 
'essence of religion' that comes without substance ;) 
and when Paul commands and limits his commands 
to the Church or body of Christ at Rome by say- 
ing, (Rom. 16:16) 'Salute one another witA a holy 
&ss,'(upon which Roman 'field and blood' the nat- 
ural love of heathens was not of the character that 
made it a 'custom' tor a Nebq and a Piso to kiss 
eacliother) and repeats and limits it exactly the 
same (Cor. 16: 20,) by saying, 'Greet ye one anoth- 
er with a Italy kiss' — to the Christians gathered in- 
to the church from this city of polished heathens, 
and again, (2 Cor. 13 : 12) a second time writes 
'Greet one another with a holy kiss,' and again to the 
Phillipians (4 : 21) 'Salute every saint in Christ 
Jesus,' again to the Tbessaloniane ( 5 : 26 ) 'Greet 
all the brethren with a holy kiss' and repeating it 
in substance again and again to all ; and also, when 
Jno. declares (Jno. 13:1) that His acta and saying 
during hie last night on earth, which he was now 
proceeding to relate, occurred 'before the feast of the 
Passover' and at which time Jesus said (Jno. 13 : 34) 
'A new commandment I give unto you' because (Jno. 
(13 : l)'Jesua knew tbat his timejwas come* and that 
13 : 3) 'The father had given all things into his 
bands' and that when he said (Jno. 15: 15) 'all 
things that I Ante Aeard of my Father, 1 have made 
known unto you,' and then later said, (Jno. 17 : 4) 
'I have finished the Work thou gaveat me to* do,' 
and that when it is declared, (Jno. 18 : 28) at the 


trial of Jesus in the Judgment Hall 'they them- 
selves went not into the Judgment Hall, lest they 
should be defiled ; but that they might eat the Pass- 
over,' and (Jno. 10,' ) tbat 'it was the preparation 
of the Passover' when our Saviour was delivered to 
the Jews by Pilate, and that when it is said (Jno. 
19 : 31.) even after Chrises death, Ht was the prep- 
aration day,' and (Jno. 19 : 42) 'There laid they 
Jesus therefore, because of the Jews preparation 
day; for the sepulcher was nigh at hand 1 : and also 
concerning what was eaten on the last night (no 
matter how many acts toward the preparation of 
the approaching Passover may have been perform- 
ed) *'( is written, (Luke 22 : 30) 'Likewise also the 
cup, after supper (made ready in the large upper 
room and of which the man 'bearing the pitcher' 
had evidently learned something from the lips of 
Christ himself,) and when it is said (Jno. 1 : 4) 
'He riaeth from supper' which the Apostle Paul in 
(1 Cor. 11 : 20) declares to be 'the Lord's Supper' 
and in connection with which he mentions (1 Cor. 
10.* 16) the bread and the Cup declaring these to 
be' The Communion' of the body and blood of 
Christ and concerning all of which he declares 
(1 Cor. 11 : 23) that he received them b\ direct 
revelation, *For I have received of the Lord 

THAT WHICH ALSO I DELIVERED UNTO TOO", 

that the Lord Jesus, the same night in which 
he was betrayed took bread' and (1 Cor. 11: 
25) 'After the same manner also he took the cup, 
when he had sopped, and (Gal. 1 : 12) 'For I 
neither received it of man, neither was I taught' it, 

BUT BY THE REVELATION OF JESUS OH BIST 1 by 

means of which he was enabled to see and teach that 
'cubist our passoveh, was slaiti for us; and 'jalso, 
that when after all tfiese events of that solemn light 
immediately before his ascension, Chr ist command- 
ed, (Math 28: 19, 20) 'Go ye therefore and teach 
all nations, baptizing iAem in the name of THE 
FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY 

ghost; teaching them to, observe ail things whatsoever 
/have commanded you.' Let me repeat it there- 
fore, that with aUmy heart I believe that Christ 
and the Apostles literally said what they meant and 
literally meant what they said and that we must 
literally obey what was commanded to be literally 
done or we cem'f obey them at all, whether pertaining 
to the Lord's Suppor, the wishing of feet, tho ho- 
ly kiss, the eating of bread the drinking of wine or 
the being baptized, for they must all stand or fall 
together, regardless of this modern varnished so- 
phistry about 'orientalism,' 'Literalism,' 'Pluck- 
ing out eyes,' 'Cutting off hands,' 'Spiritual Bense,' 
'Essence of Christianity' and the 'more excellent 
way' and all other shades of glided infidelity — the 
books of which fill our libraries, and are laying the 
foundation for a future age of infidels in the form 
of a Church! A Protestantism that does nothing 
but protest and whose only unity consists in ex- 
plaining away God's word and which makes the 
profession of a vague faith in a. something that 
believes nothing, does nothing, and trusts nothing 
and hopes in nothing but a strict conformity to 
the fashion Christianity of each particular age. 

From among the multitude of these presump- 
tousand unblushing writers, who for gain fill 
our libraries with their books and philosophies, to \ 
undermine faith in Christ and His Word, let the 
celebrated Dr. Lyman Abbott in his Life of 'Christ,' 
page 422 (writing of Christ's command of feet- 
washing) be condemed or acquitted by the lan- 
guage of bis own lips and pen. Hear him : 'Neither 
Baptism or the Lord's Supper receives the sanc- 
tion of a command more unambiguous* (And then 
in excuse for its violation) for this almost univer- 
sal disregard there is** * * 'but one explanation 
consistent with true allegiance to Christ * * * ^3* 
There is no ceremony which Hie Churcli may not modify 
as necessity requires V*9* Were ever arms drawn 
from the arsenal of perdition more keenly prepar- 
ed ' and more potent for the destruction of all 
Christian faith? The shored of eighteen centuries 
are strewn thickly with the numberless wrecks of 
sucfra 'ChriBtianity' — dashed to pieces by the wrath 
of God upon the rocks of the failures and 
follies of each particular century in her disobedi- 
ence to Christ's positive commandments, and in 
her departure from Qod's plain Ueavenwise ordi- 
nances, in exchange for that weak and sickly ef- 
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